
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ride Zimbabwe itinerary. Horse and Hippo 
 

Matobo National Park, Cawston Wildlife Estate & Mana Pools 
 
 

Brief summary. 
 
This ride is for strong intermediate to experienced riders. Paces will be medium with a number of 

canters. There will be logs to jump (nothing serious) rough ground to navigate and trees to avoid! 

Suitable for families with children over 12 who are confident and capable riders. 

No dangerous wildlife such as elephant, buffalo or lion are found in the areas of Cawston and Matobo. 

The ideal time to visit is from April through to end of November. December and Jan riding is possible, 

but heavy rain is highly likely. The Mana Shoreline Canoe Safari only operates from April to November.  

Due to wet season we close in February. March is possible but wet for riding. 

Early morning temperatures in May, June, July and early August can get to zero degrees Celsius. Midday 

ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƘƛƎƘ нлΩǎ ōȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ 

September through November mornings are much warmer and midday temperatures can get to the 

high олΩǎΦ In the Zambezi Valley early mornings get to 5C at the lowest and October November 

ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ плΩǎΦ 

Riding hats are highly advisable due to the rocky areas and distance from medical facilities. 

 

άaŜŜǘ WŀƳŜǎ ±ŀǊŘŜƴΤ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŀŦŀǊƛ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ǿƘƻΩƭƭ 
be ensuring your riding safari is unforgettable. James has the well-founded 
reputation of being one of the top safari guides in Southern Africa with over 30 
ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ȊŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōƛƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ǿƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ 
woolly. His unrivalled knowledge of birding makes him one of the top 
ornithologists in the country. He has a deep passion for all aspects of nature, 
and his enthusiasm for an active and informative safari means his guests are 
left with as satisfying a safari experience as possible. Drink in his knowledge 
ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻǳƭΦέ 



 

Day 1 ς Saturday: 
 
 Upon your arrival at Bulawayo Airport (Joshua Nkomo International Airport) at 12h05, the Ride 

½ƛƳōŀōǿŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ 

by road transfer to Matobo National Park, the location of the start of the Discovery Ride. The journey is 

approximately one hour thirtyΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅ ƻŦ 

Matabeleland.  

Everyone will meet at lunch for a debriefing and your safari will then begin with an introduction ride. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƛŘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀŘŘƭŜΦ aŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ т Řŀȅǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

given, so we want to make sure your safari is memorable for tƘŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 

form with it. Your magnificent steed has been bred or individually handpicked by ourselves especially 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŀŦŀǊƛ ƘƻǊǎŜΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 

wildlife thŀƴ ƻƴ ƘƻǊǎŜōŀŎƪΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀŦŀǊƛΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜΦ 

The eerie call of the Fiery Necked Nightjar will herald dusk falling, along with the symphony of other 

wildlife and bird noises, settling for the night. 

 

Day 2 ς Sunday:  
 
An early 05h00/05h30 start to the day, with coffee, tea and light breakfast to prepare you for a 

morning on horseback through some of the oldest landscapes in the world. 

Rhino tracking is in order for the first ride of the day. 

The Matobo National Park is defined as an IPZ ς intensive protection zone for the rhinos found in this 

park. Throughout your ride you might come across anti-poaching scouts whose job is to protect these 

incredible creatures from the threat of poachers. 



 

 

Matobo National Park covers an area of approximately 425 square kilometers, wƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ΨaŀǘƻbƻΩ 
covering 3500 sq. Kilometers. This area is rich in history, both local and worldwide, from the Bushman 
Rock Art, dating back many thousands of years to the site of one of the first Boy Scout movements. 
Cecil John Rhodes requested his burial atop one of the most sacred hills in the Matobo, Malindidzimu 
άŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜǾƻƭŜƴǘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎέΣ where a grave was dug 1.5 meters into the granite by hand 
and chisel in 1902, and an incredible feat ŜǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ 
The granite kopjes which give the Matobo its name were formed nearly 3 billion years ago, kilometers 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ƛƎƴŜƻǳǎ ƛƴǘǊǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƎƳŀΣ a granite batholith, which over time 
has eroded to the balancing rocks we see today. The isibŘŜōŜƭŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨaŀǘƻōƻΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ŀƭŘ hƴŜǎΩΣ 
a rather appropriate name. 
!ǎ ȅƻǳ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƻǇƧŜǎΣ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ ƘȅǊŀȄ ƻǊ ΨŘŀǎǎƛŜΩ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘŀǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
ƛƴ ŀƭŀǊƳΣ ŀ ƘŀǊǎƘ ΨŎǊȅΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜΣ ōǊƻǿƴ 
in colour and appearing just like an overgrown guinea pig. 
/ƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǎǎƛŜΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ 
Black or VerreŀǳȄΩǎ 9ŀƎƭŜΦ !ǎƪ ȅour guide to point out the distinct form of these birds of prey perched 
distinctly on the granite boulders, whose population in the Matobo is the highest in the World. 
Late-morning means back to camp for brunch, and a siesta until the days cools down later in the 
afternoon. 
Afternoon tea is a must before you head out on the second ride of the day at about 15h30/16h00. 

The Park has one of the highest concentrations of leopard, with 5 leopards every 25kilometres. Who 

knows? You may be lucky enough to see this spotted cat in the dusky evening light on the way back to 

camp, slinking along the path in search of prey. Often they are heard calling at dusk near to the camp! 

Campfire stories, laughter, cold beers and delicious hot food. What more could you ask for at the end 

of a day in the African Bush? 

 



 

Day 3 ς Monday:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The morning of day 3 runs the same as the day before, with a ride, brunch and a siesta. The afternoon 

ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ /ŜŎƛƭ WƻƘƴ wƘƻŘŜǎΩ grave. Sundowners can be 

ǎƛǇǇŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƎŀȊƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ Ψ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩ ǎƻ ŀǇǘƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ōȅ aǊ wƘƻŘŜǎΣ ŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 

360 degree view of the Matobo landscape that stretches as far as the eye can see. The colours at 

sunset will take your breath away whilst sitting at this incredibly peaceful spot, whilst stories of Cecil 

WƻƘƴ wƘƻŘŜǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƭŘΦ wŀƛƴōƻǿ [ƛȊŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ shrews make amusing company as they 

compete for crumbs from any food brought up the hill. 

 
The patches of vivid colours on ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀƭƛƴŘƛdȊƛƳǳΩ Ƙƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿǎ 
unmatched examples of these coloured lichens, found all over the Matobo, varying from green, to blue 
ǘƻ ƻǊŀƴƎŜΦ !ƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǇŀƭŜǘǘŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΦ 
 
(There is a small additional fee to visit the grave and the View of the World) 
 
A final dinner and campfire session is waiting for you back at camp. 
 

Day 4 ςTuesday:  
 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀȄ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ŀǿǎǘƻƴ 

Wildlife Estate via truck before the heat of the day. Whilst the horses are on the move, guests will be 

treated to a full English breakfast before their own road transfer to join their steeds. The horses will 

depart early for their 4 hour journey. 

The road transfer to Cawston Wildlife Estate routes through the colourful city of Bulawayo, a pleasant 

journey of approximately 2 hours, with a chance to pass through what is known as ά/ity of Kingsέ. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƻŎŀƭǎΩ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎŀƳp - giraffe, impala 

and warthog are sighted frequently! We will arrive in time for lunch and perhaps a swim in the camp 



ǇƻƻƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƻŦ CǊŜƴŎƘ tǊŜǎǎ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

settled in your spacious, walk-in en-suite tents. 

After lunch you will be reunited with your horse. Yay! 

Our first ride at Cawston Wildlife Estate will commence at 15h00-16h00 for a couple of hours to give 

ȅƻǳ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΦ 

Sundowner drinks welcome you on the deck, to help you unwind and relax into the safari routine, an 

ice cold beer or gin & tonic does just the trick. Listen to the clink of glasses and the crackle of the 

campfire, all the while gazing at the expanse of the African night sky. A hot, invigorating shower awaits 

you in your tent, before you sit down to our delicious 3 course dinner where stories will be shared.  

ά/ŀǿǎǘƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀƛǊȅ Ŏƻǿǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ōǳǘǘŜǊ and milk 

and a small area of mixed cropping. These crops are grown to support the livestock and also for the 

fresh produce for the safaris, whilst some of the milk is turned into delicious farm fresh yoghurts and 

cheese. Most of the food is organic and freshly producŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴŎƘΦέ 

 
 
 
Day 5 ς Wednesday: 
 
An early start on day 5 awaits you, 05h00 in summer and 05h30 in winter. Enjoy a steaming mug of tea 

or coffee and a light breakfast with the rest of the riders, as the morning sun creeps slowly up from the 

East. 

We will ride until approximately 11h00 through various scenery and habitats. Interesting information 

about the different vegetation and wildlife seen will be willingly shared by our very knowledgeable 

guides. The song of the Cape Turtle Dove becomes the background soundtrack to your rides, its 

ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ΨǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘŜǊΩ Ŏŀƭƭ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƘȅǘƘƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΩ ƘƻƻŦ ōŜŀǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘ 


