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Ride Zimbabwe itinerary. Horse and Hippo
Matobo National Park, Cawston Wildlife Estate & Mana Pools

Brief summary.

This ride is for strong intermediate to experienced riders. Paces will be medium with a number of
canters. There wilbe logs to jump (nothing serious) rough ground to navigate and trees to avoid!

Suitable for families with children over 12 who are confident and capable riders.
No dangerous wildlife such as elephant, buffalo or lion are found in the areas of CawstoraguisbM

The ideal time to visit is from April through to end of November. December and Jan riding is possible
but heavyrain ishighlylikely. The Mana Shoreline Canoe Safari only operates from April to November.

Due to wet season we close in February réeis possible but wet for riding.

Early morning temperatures in May, June, July and early August can get to zero degrees Celsius. Midday
GSYLISNI GdzNBa Fd GK2asS GAYSa INBE OSNEBE O2YF2NIlof S
September through Novembenornings are much warmer and midday temperatures can get to the

higho n fhdah® Zambezi Valley early mornings get to 5C at the lowest and October November
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Riding hats ardéighlyadvisable due to the rocky areasdadistance from medical facilities.
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be ensuring your riding safari is unforgettable. James has the viainded

reputation of being one of the top safari guides in Southern i&& with over30
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woolly. Hisunrivalled knowledge of birding makes him one of the top

ornithologists in the country. He has a deep passion for all aspects of nature,

and hisenthusiasm for an active and informative safari meshis guests are

left with as satisfying a safari experience as possible. Drink in his knowledge
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Day 1¢ Saturday

Upon your arrival at Bulawayo Airport (Joshua Nkomo International Airport) at 12h05, the Ride
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by road transfer to Matobo National Park, the locationloé start of the Discovery Ride. The journey is
approximately one houthirtyS RdzNAYy 3 gKAOK @2dzQft 3IASH | 3IFtAYLEAS 2
Matabeleland.

Everyone will meeat lunchfor a debriefing and your safari will then begin with an introductior rid

¢CKAA A& GKS Y2ald AYLRNIIFYy(d NARS: gKAOK aSNBSa i
O2YF2NIilofS Ay @2dz2NJ aF RRf S® alyeée K2dz2NBE 20SNJ 4KS vy
given, so we want to make sure your safari is memorabledst | YI T Ay3 SELISNASYyOS vy
form with it. Your magnificent steed has been bred or individually handpicked by ourselves especially
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The eerie call of the Fiery Necked Nightjar will herald dusk falling, along with the symphony of other
wildlife and bird noises, settling for the night.
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Day 2¢ Sunday:

An early 05h0M5h30 start to the day, with coffee, tea and light breakfast to prepare you for a
morning on horseback through some of the oldest landscapes in the world.

Rhino tracking is in order for the first ride of the day.

The Matobo National Park is defined aslBHc intensive protection zone for the rhinos found in this
park. Throughout your ride you might come across-potiching scouts whose job is to protect these
incredible creatures from the threat of poachers.



Matobo National Park covers an area of eppmately 25 squarekilometers, W (0 K G KS b2Q¥ dzI f W«
covering 300 sqKilometersThis area is rich in history, both local and worldwide, from the Bushman

Rock Art, dating baakanythousands of yeart® the site of one of the first Boy Scomipvements.

Cecil John Rhodes requested his burial atop one of the most sacred hills in the Méd#dimalidzimu
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and chisel in 1902, and an incredible f€a@Sy o6& G2RI&Q& adl yRINRa®

The granite kopjes which give the Matobo its name were formeally3 billion years agkilometers
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has eroded to the balanoj rocks we see today. Tb RS6 St S ¢g2NR Wal 1262Q YSIya
a rather appropriate name.
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in colour and appearing just like an overgrown guinea pig.
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Black or Veel dzE Q& 9 buBduifledto poidt but the distindbrm of these birds of preperched

distinctly on the granite bouldersvhose population in the Matobo is the highestlie World.

Latemorning means back to camp for brunch, and a siesta until the days cools dowim ldter

afternoon.

Afternoon tea is a must before you head out on the second ride of the day at about 15h30/16h00.

The Park has one of the highest concentrations of leopard, with 5 leopards every 25kilometres. Who
knows? You may be lucky enough to see spistted cat in the dusky evening light on the way back to
camp, slinking along the path in search of p@ften they are heard calling at dusk near to the camp!

Campfire stories, laughter, cold beers atalicioushot food. What more could you ask forthie end
of a day in the African Bush?



Day 3¢ Monday:

The morning of day 3 runs the same as the day before, with a ride, brunch and a siesta. The afternoon
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360 degree view of the Matobo landscape that stretches as far as the eye can see. The colours at

sunset will take your breath awayhilst sitting at this incredibly peaceful spot, whilst stories of Cecil
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compete for crumbs from any food brought up the hill.
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The patches of vivid colours nK' S 3INJ yA GS YI & Ay idiR YdR KAdzI BRR sEK
unmatched examples of these coloured lichens, found all over the Matobo, varying from green, to blue
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(There is a small additional fee visit the grave and the View of the World)

A final dinner and campfire session is waiting for you back at camp.

Day 4cTuesday
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Wildlife Estate vigruck before the heat of the day. Whilst the horses are on the move, guests will be
treated to a full English breakfast before their own road transfer to join their steeds. The horses will
departearlyfor their 4 hour journey.

The road transfer to CawstaWildlife Estate routes through the colourful city of Bulawayo, a pleasant

journey of approximately 2 hourwith a chance tgass througtwhat is known ast ity of Kings.
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and warthog are sighted frequently! We will arrive in time for lunch and perhaps a swim in the camp
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settled in your spacious, walk en-suite tents.

After lunch you will be reunited with your horse. Yay!

Ouir first ride at Cawston Wildlife Estate will commence at 15h8000 for a couple of hours to give
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Swndowner drinks welcome you on the deck, to help you unwind and relax into the safari routine, an
ice cold beer or gin & tonic does just the trick. Listen to the clink of glasses and the crackle of the
campfire, all the while gazing at the expanse of theécAh night sky. A hot, invigorating shower awaits
you in your tent, before you sit down to our delicious 3 course dinner where stories will be shared.
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and a small area of mixed cropping. These crops are grown to support the livestock and also for the

fresh produce for the safaris, whilst some of the milk is turned into delicious farm fresh yoghurts and

cheese. Most of the food is organic and freshly pro8u@ 2y (G KS NI yOK ®¢

Day 5¢ Wednesday:

An early start on day 5 awaits you, 05h00 in summer and 05h30 in winter. Enjoy a steaming mug of tea
or coffee and a light breakfast with the rest of the riders, as the morning sun creeps slowly up from the
East.

We will ride until approximately 11h00 through various scenery and habitats. Interesting information
about the different vegetation andildlife seen will be willingly shared by our very knowledgeable
guides. The song of the Cape Turtle Dove becomes ttiegbaund soundtrack to your rides, its
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